Current Projects
      Community Empowerment and Livelihoods Enhancement Project (CELEP III)
Supporting micro, small and medium enterprise in urban and rural communities helps in generating employment and alleviating poverty in the country. Since its inception in 2011, the project has been supporting to improve the performance of 53 selected agro-enterprises for enhance competitiveness and strengthened 17 local women agriculture cooperatives in rural areas. The third phase of the project which started in 2015 will support agro-industries in the North of the country and in the Bekaa Valley. UNIDO will work on improving the production capacity in the sectors of olive oil and dairy, enabling them to respond to local and external market demand, while generating livelihood support and industrial development especially in the rural areas. 

It is expected that 1000 Households will directly benefit from the support; these are Small and Medium enterprises (SMEs) in the dairy sector and agricultural cooperatives in the olive oil sector. 
Support for host communities in Lebanon affected by the high influx of Syrian refugees.
The recent crisis in Syria has profoundly impacted Lebanon. In 2014, one in every four people in Lebanon is a refugee – a proportion without equal in the world. As a result, Lebanon’s economy has been hit hard and social tensions have increased. The project aims at enhancing and diversifying the livelihood of vulnerable communities in Lebanon affected by the high influx of Syrian refugees, by enhancing manufacturing capacities of micro and small enterprises  enabling them to respond to local and external market demand, while generating livelihood support and economic recovery for both communities. At the end of the project, more than 1500 Households will have increased their production capacity and managerial behaviors. 
Support to the development of culture and creative industries and clusters in the Southern Mediterranean
Creative industries are defined as those that use creativity and intellectual capital as primary inputs. They comprise tangible products and intangible intellectual or artistic services with creative content, economic value and market objectives. They are at the crossroad among the artisan, services and industrial sector, and constitute a new dynamic sector in world trade. The objective of the project is to foster entrepreneurial co-operation in the cultural and creative industries notably through the promotion of promising pilot initiatives demonstrating contribution to inclusive growth. The project also aims at demonstrating the potential for the national and regional development of cultural and creative industries in the Southern Mediterranean, thus opening the possibility through adequate replication and larger scale support from financial institutions to promote new employment opportunities and inclusive growth in the region.

SWITCH- MED: Demonstration and networking initiative
The SWITCH-Med Initiative is a Regional initiative covering 10 countries in the Southern Mediterranean Region to facilitate the shift of small and medium industries toward Sustainable Consumption and Production.  Under this project, companies will be supported by UNIDO in fully integrating resource efficiency into company policy, action plans and internal procedures, thereby improving their compliance with environmental regulations. This project will also promote the transfer of environmental sound technology (TEST) to assist companies as well as train national institutions, service providers, and local professionals to become TEST providers. 
Promoting women empowerment for Inclusive and Sustainable industrial Development in the MENA region
The project seeks to enhance women’s economic inclusion and thus to create the conditions for a sustainable and inclusive growth by harnessing the great potential of women entrepreneurs in the MENA region. To this end, UNIDO will offer its technical assistance to the women’s entrepreneurs of Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, and Palestine, Tunisia. 

The project approach is holistic and will build on a three levels approach: (1) it will nurture, facilitate and accompany the policy dialogue between the key stakeholders with the objective to produce a set of recommendations and actions points endorsed by all parties to promote women entrepreneurship in the region, (2) it will strengthen the capacities of national business women’s associations in providing better quality and demand-driven services to women entrepreneurs to create and grow their businesses and  (3) it will directly promote about 200 promising women-led investments in the target countries through training, coaching, identification and facilitation of business partnerships opportunities and access to finance.

